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very Earth Day, we talk about planting

Errnrs. cleaning beaches, and making

greener choices', but the climate crisis is

1o bnger o distant Dhres

eiers are melting Gster than
fooding, species are

al—it is here, now. Gla-
¥, constal cltbes
and our air,

Can waste become

planet, our people, and future generations,”
says B K Soni, chairman and managing director
of Eco Reeyeling Lid, These pollutants don't
simply disappear—theyleak into the soil, seep
into groundwater, and linger in the air. Ulti-
mately, they return to us through the food we
wat and the wator we drink. “We often forget
thatwaste isn't just a by-product—its built into
the way things are made. Most products today

A throwaway culture, poor regulatory enforcement, and

ever-increasing ¢

have together triggered a

deepening crisis—one that calls for urgent introspection into our
consumption patterns and the choices we make every day

water, and soil are becoming increasingly toxic.

While the signs of elimate change are stark,
what's equally alarming bs how we've adapted
to a lifestyle that fuels it. Convenience has
taken priority over censcionce. We consums
maore than we need, replace more than we
repair, and discard more than we
recycle. This quiet shift in
behaviour has made over-
consumption feel nor-
mal—evenacceptable—
while pushing the
planet farbeyond its
limits. “The Earth's
TERGUrCEE are
finite, Thisis acall
to live more con-
sclously through &
personal choices
and collective
action. When dong
thoughtfully, recy-
eling helps redues the
strain we place on
nature,” says Sanjay
Mehta, president of the Mate-
rial Reeycling Association of
Lncdia (MRAI).

| * | THE WASTE WE OVERLOOK

= 10 many urban areas, it’s easy to spat sver-

flowing bins, illegal landfills, drains clogged
with disearded waste, and more. But perhaps
the most dangerons kind of waste 1s the one we
can't eazily see—electronic waste, or e-waste,
Laptops, phones, televisions, tablets and othor
sondgets that were ance gleaming symbols of
progress now Lie hroken, buent, or burled.
these devices power our modern Lves,
their afterlifi is anything but digital —it's dan-
gorously physical, deeply toxic, and
largely ignored,

India penerated 3.8 milllon metrie tonnes of
e-waste in 2023-24, according to Redseer
Strategy Consultants. That figure is expected
to increase nearly eightfold to 29 million met-

ric T} by 2030, kingit fihe
Tnstest-growing wasle sireams in the country.
Whal's percent

of this waste iz handied by the informal sector,
according to the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCE).

Devices are dismantled in brekyards using
aeld baths and open flames. Workers—often
women and children—do so
without gloves,
masks, or any pro-
teet: from the
toxie metats they
are exposed to
daily. “It's time
we Tecognise
that e-waste is
not just a
technobogical
challenge, but
alsoa moral one.
Hesponsible recy-
cling I8 no longer
optional; it is essen-
tial to safeguard our

s

1T'S TIME THAT WE
REGOGNISE E-WASTE 15 NOT
JUST A TECHNOLOGICAL
CHALLENGE, BUT ALSD A MORAL ONE.
RESPONSIBLE RECYCLING IS NO
B LONGER OPTIONAL; IT 18 ESSENTIAL
TO SAFEGUARD OUR PLANET, OUR
PEOPLE, AND FUTURE
GENERATIONS

are designed for convenience, not longevity.
¥ e g

¥ unnel reuse
from the start, we wouldn't be dealing with
this level of e-waste,” says Hicha Kedba an
wnvironmental actiy
As the scale of e-waste grows, so does
the urgency to rethink not just
what we consume, but how we
dispose of it Experls say
that when done right,
rocycling doesn’t just
deal with waste—it
helps slow the cli-
mste crisis.
“Recycling
responsibly is 8
. crucial stopinpre-
serving our planet.
It helps conserve
natural resources,
reduce pollution,
and mitigate climate
change. Additionally,
It plays a ley robe dn pro-
tecting ecosystems, safe-
guarding uman health, and

B contributing to o more sustaina-

e future,” udds Amar Singh, secretary
1 of thie Material i Eath
of India.

s REIMAGINE THE CYCLE

¥ Mast people don't realise that the gadgets
wediseard contain valuable materials like cop-
per, gobd, and rave earth metals. If properly

Small acts that can make a big difference;

® Maka the most of what you have: Don't
pgrade your phone o appsance unless
mecessary, instend, opt for products that are
Lt 1 fast

= Repair instead of replacing: A sl th can
extend e Be of an item—be i your ketle,
lapdap, or shogs
Recycle responsibly: Avold giving old
electronics to scrap dealers who may not
dspese of them sylely. Rather, look for
authurised e-wasle colleclion centres near you
& Cut down on single-use dems: your
bottle, bag, or fiffin. 1t & small habit ;at saves
alotot kme
= Start conversations: Rase awarensss in your
Poissing society, workplace, or sehool by
organisig a cloan-up or an g-washs
codlection drive

recyebed, these materials can be
recovered, reducing the need
For mining and lowering pollu-
tion, “Enough has been
extracted from the Earth—il's
e Lo restore. Urban min-
ing turns our eities into
rosouree hubs by recovering
valuahle materials from o-waste,
reducing the need for destructive

mining.” says Divvye Kohhli, diree-
tor of Terranova Eco Management
Pyt Lid.

CONSUMER GONNECT INITIATIVE

Experts estimate that India's
e-waste holds an estimated resource
value of over USD 6 billlon, offering
both envirenmental and economic
grins. With investment in formal
recycling infrastructure and technol-
ogy, Indin can generate green jobs,
reduce pollution, and bulld a more
clreular economy. But this can only

happen if and
commit te disposing of electronic
waste responsibly.

§ #/ HIDDEN HEALTH HAZARDS
Informal handling of e-waste
releases toxic substances—inchiding
lead, mereury, and brominaled fame
retardants—Into the environment.

the Envirommental Resources
Munagement Corpsration.

P the air,
water, and soil, and have been linked to
severe health problems such as respira-
tory tssues, neurological disorders, and
developmental defocts, partienlarly
among vulnerable communities
involved in informal reeycling work,”
says Rajesh Jain, founder af

4 POLICY CHANGES

“ The Indian government has
introduced several key measures,
including the rovised E-Waste (Man-
agement) Rules, o mindmusm support
price mechanism for recyelers, and
stricter Extended Producer
[ Rezponsibility (EPR) tar-
Hewever, implemen-
ion challenges per-
sist. Industry stake-
holders have
expressed concerns
about the increasing
eost and complexity
of compliance, high-
lighting the need for
streamlined pro-
cesses and greater
support for the lor-
il recyeling sector.
True sustainabil-
ity requires shared
responsibility—
From manufacturers
to consumers and
yecyclers, The plan-
et doesn't need per-
fection from one,
but action frem
miny. This Earth
Day, let's move
beyond symbolism
and embrace a mind-
st of using less, wast-

g less, and

caring more

Ferrous Metal Recycling:
Saves 72% energy, cuts CO;
emissions by 58%, reduces
manufacturing cost, and
conserves natural resources,

Non-Ferrous Metals Recycling:
Reduces CO; emissions -

Copper (963), Aluminium (95%),
Lead (75%), and Zinc (60-75%) -
while saving energy,

avoiding mining damage,

and protecting ecosystems.

E-Waste Recycling:

Reduces pollution, saves
resources, lowers landfill load,
and prevents toxic ai

Battery Recycling:

Prevents chemical leaks,
protects water bodies, reduces
raw material extraction, and
shields the environment.
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It's only when you see clearly that what you
do will begin to make a difference.

£a Hecpiiing bimind
i geemon

Call 022-4005295)

| connoctwith

t Zero by 2070 Mis:
and government to achieve the susta

We don't take from the EARTH
but give back to the EARTH

Plastic Recycling:
Cuts pollution, saves fossil
resources, lowers landfill use,
and reduces greenhouse

Eas emission:

Tyre Recycling:

Transforms end-of-life tyres into
fuel or products, saves energy,
reduces waste, and prevents
water contamination.

Used Oil Recycling:
Reclaims waste oil into fuel or
lubricants, saves energy,
protects soil and water, and
reduces crude oil use.

Paper Recycling:

Saves trees, reduces deforestation,
cuts emissions, and conserves
water and energy.
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All kinds of Ferrous Scrap,
Mon-Ferrous Scrap,
Ferro Alloys, Base Metals,

Minor & Major Metals trading. showrooms In Mumbal
& 7 Manufacturing of TMT Bars,  Presence all over India Turnkey Demalition
» Ms Structural Steel & with 5crap Yards & Projects.
Copper Tubes. Offices,

CORPORATE OFFICE: 401-404, Navkar Complex, Opp. Andheri Court, Court Lane, Andheri (East), Mumbai-400063, INDIA
+91-22-67872900 | info@micgroupin | wwwmicgroupin

MTC GROUP

METTLE MAKES US
Largest Metal Scrap
suppliers in India catering
to Foundries & Steel Plants.
Manufacturers of Steel Billets,
TMT Bars & MS Structural Steel.
Dealers of all kinds of Ferro Alloys.
Global Presence in USA, UK

UAE, Singapore & Africa for
Domestic & International

Automobile Dealership
of Toyota - 35 facility
with 5 state-of-the-an




